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PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 
  I don’t know quite where to begin, about our recent trip 
across Australia, to attend the 2009 National Rally in 
Murray Bridge. So much happened in the lead up; 
preparing exhibits; making boxes; loading the container, 
and finally seeing it off from Midland, with fingers 
crossed hoping it would arrive safely at the rally site.  
  Thankfully, it did arrive safe and sound, and right on 
time; with not a thing out of place. This was the result of 
excellent loading by our members, led by David 
Ashfold. I have to say here that the full size mural was 
well worth the effort and expense. It proved quite a 
spectacle when it arrived at the Sturt Park Reserve and 
some of our Ladies found it quite a moving moment. 
Spectators too were quite amazed by our effort in 
bringing sixteen tonnes of machinery etc. across the 
country; and found it hard to believe how much gear was 
crammed into the forty-foot container.  Offloading was 
soon underway, and improved when we were supplied 
with the correct forklift, provided by a local hardware 
business. A carton of cans accompanied the forklift on 
the return journey, and this proved very beneficial when 
it came time to reload.  
  The MPC trailer, towed across by Victor James also 
arrived safely. This carried extra exhibits and became a 
great advertising icon for the MPC. Setting up was going 

so well, we decided to take some 
time off and Kim Freind 
organised a Murray River cruise 
on the paddle boat “Captain 
Proud”. We all looked very smart 
in our new MPC regalia. Some of 
us were given the opportunity by 
the Captain to be at the helm of 
his boat; and he also kept up a 
very informative commentary 
during the cruise. 

Kim Freind at the Helm.   
  By Thursday night we had our display complete; with 
the kitchen area and generator organised, all ready for 
the big day. 
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    Those of us who travelled over towing caravans, were 
camped at the Showgrounds, where we found facilities 
basic but okay; and as long as you didn’t leave going to 
the toilet too late or mind the occasional wait for a 
shower, things were quite acceptable. A shuttle bus was 
made available to and from the Rally Site, which saved 
us taking cars, and once we had educated the drivers as 
to where the MPC display was, we were dropped at our 
compound.  
  The first day of the rally saw everyone busy; the Ladies 
put up the special Murray Bridge display signs made by 
Wendy; the men working on engines and static displays 
alike. All exhibits were displayed as MPC exhibits with 
no recognition of ownership. Most members (but sadly 
not all) recognised it as a club display, with a common 
goal for a successful outcome. A lot of time was spent 
promoting our bid to host the 2011 NHMA Rally here in 
Western Australia, with a lot of people promising us 
support and wishing us well.   
   I spent the afternoon at the NHMA Committee meeting 
with only a short break before the AGM; where a report 
was made on the 2009 Rally. Several new committee 
members were also elected, including Wayne Edmunds 
for W.A. Then came the presentations for the 2011 
Rally; the first from the Mudgee Club in NSW, then 
ours, presented by Brendon Widdowson from Fairbridge 
Village, and our member Bob Wallis. The vote was quite 
close and we won it only after a second count (to be 
sure); then it was congratulations all around. Next day 
the congratulations continued as word had spread, with 
continuous enquiries about our plans, etc. Again NHMA 
commitments kept me away from our stand for quite 
some time. The NHMA Committee did a walk around 
the Rally Ground, showing the flag so to speak, and 
talking about safety issues. I also helped judge the junior 
exhibits for an NHMA award, while others of the 
committee did the judging for the Geoff Wishart Best 
Display award.  
   I thought the Rally itself was a tremendous effort and 
certainly set us a hard act to follow. Here are some of the 



entry figures from the programme - Stationary Engines 
583, General Exhibits 78, Juniors 16, Machines 163, 
Models 31, Steam 26, Tractors 228, Vehicles 142, 
Horses 8, Boats 23 and 70 NHMA Affiliated Clubs. This 
was all behind over 2 kilometres of fencing, and in 
addition to this, extra compounds were required to 
accommodate late entries. A good selection of trade 
stalls seemed to be kept busy most of the time and 
should have done well. The benefits of the Rally soon 
became apparent around the Town as the vast numbers 
attending were spending money on accommodation 
food, fuel, dining out, etc. I was told that the 
Woolworth’s Super Market took an extra $20,000 on the 
Saturday alone. 
  Our members excelled themselves at paying attention 
to the spectators. The fence line was continuously busy; 
this was not so at other compounds. Our display was the 
first to be checked by Safe Work S.A. They were most 
impressed with our compound; particularly the fencing, 
general set-up, and attention to safety, for both our 
members and the public alike; and they complimented us 
accordingly. The MPC was without doubt, given VIP 
treatment throughout the time we were there; they 
showed us a hand of welcome and their gratitude for our 
effort in travelling so far to attend their Rally. We were 
given a choice of site locations to set up our stand, 
which allowed us to show off our display to the best 
advantage. Here I would like to thank their organising 
committee, especially Allan and Sandy Wheaton, Jayme 
Marshall, Brian Eatts, John Loftus, Daniel Aunger and 
Ron Freak. I am not forgetting the band of helpers who 
supported these people, and they too must share this vote 
of thanks, which I trust will be passed on. Allan 
Wheaton told me when we won the rally that he would 
be only too happy to pass on any information that may 
be of help to us. I am sure it will be and here again I 
thank them for their kind offer. We will without doubt 
need all the assistance available to us. 

  I would also like to acknowledge here that we met up 
with quite a few West Australians during the rally 
weekend, some as exhibitors and others merely 
spectators. Our own member from Kununurra, Murray 
Shiner, made a surprise appearance. Members of The 
Old Machinery Club, including Wayne, Pat and Noel 
Edmonds, Brian and Dot Blum, Neil and Sandra 
Twaddle, and others, and Tracmach, including Eric, 
Rosemary and Keith Schulstad, John and Wendy 
Barlow, were also to be seen wandering around the 
exhibits, and some dropping in for a ‘cuppa’ and a chat 
at our container. I apologise if I have left anybody out, 
we met so many people over the few days.  

   The Rally Dinner on Saturday evening was very well 
attended, with about 600 seated. Most of us expected a 
long wait, but we were all served very quickly and were 
soon enjoying a nice roast meal. Well done to the 
caterers. It was then time for the speeches and 
presentation of the Geoff Wishart Trophy for best 
display. Our members were ecstatic when the MPC was 
announced the winner, and I proudly went up to be 
presented with the award, by the NHMA Vice President 
Phil Morrison and Secretary Cindy Cooper. As an aside 
here, the MPC has attended three NHMA Rallies as a 
club display, and each time has won ‘best display’. 
These were at Goolwa in 1991; Busselton in 1997, and 
now Murray Bridge; an achievement we can well be 
proud of.  
   Sunday was a somewhat quieter day and not quite so 
full on, with the Rally closing about three pm. This gave 
us an opportunity to start packing up, and by going home 
time we had made a good start, ready for Monday 
morning. After an early start, with all members getting 
stuck into packing boxes, etc; in the correct order, for 
loading into the container; by five pm we had completed 
the task. It was a very relieved and well satisfied crew, I 
can assure you, and everyone had a look of “a great job 
well done!” on their faces. After locking the container 
doors we went back to camp and all joined together for a 
couple of well-earned beers, which I owed the crew for a 
favour done for me. That night a lot of us went out 
together for dinner as some were leaving next morning. 
We were also joined by other Rally enthusiasts, which 
meant a lot of goodbyes, always the sad bit. We had 
caught up with a lot of old friends and of course made 
our acquaintance with new. This is one of the great 
things of being part of a fantastic hobby, where the 
camaraderie is second to none. The next afternoon saw 
Bob Wallis and me back at the Rally Site; to see the 
container loaded for the return journey of 2759 
kilometres, back to the Midland Railway Workshops in 
Perth. This was certainly the culmination of what must 
be the biggest and most challenging project the MPC has 
undertaken; and taking home the Geoff Wishart Trophy 
was the icing on the cake. Rest assured we intend doing 
our best to keep it on this side of the ‘Big Paddock’. 

 

 
Ralph Thomas, Bob Wallis and David Ashfold  

Show off our ‘Hat Trick’ Trophies. 
 



BOOLAROO CENTRE . 
        Prior to arriving at Murray Bridge, some of us paid a 
visit to the Boolaroo Centre, for their 42nd Rally. I had 
arranged camping at the Murray Town Camping Ground, 
which again was basic but priced right, and once the ladies’ 
shower block ‘flooding’ was bought under control, things 
ran smoothly. This was only a one day rally, held on their 
permanent home grounds, and attracted a good number of 
spectators. We were given a great welcome by Malcolm 
Sparre and other members when we introduced ourselves. 

The day 
began with a 
swap meet, 
with the 
usual array of 

vintage 
machinery 

and sundries; 
most 

complete 
with a good 
layer of 

equally 
vintage grime 

and cobwebs. There was a lot to see on the day; including a 
good steam section; an engine shed full of running working 
engines; another shed with agricultural machinery. Other 
buildings also held various displays and food stalls. I must 
say here that the food on sale, cooked by volunteers, was 
excellent and reasonably priced. I had taken my rope making 
machine, and was kindly accepted into the bag-loading 
display compound, where I did several rope making 
demonstrations. I was joined by Bob Wallis and we took the 
opportunity to promote the WA bid for the 2011 NHMA 
Rally. As it turned out, Devon Amber, who I knew from the 
Goolwa 1991 Rally, was running the compound PA and he 
kindly gave us a great plug. There were a large number of 
tractors assembled on the oval and I was invited to drive two 
John Deere’s in the Grand Parade. This made my day, as it 
is great to be involved when you visit a rally. Also invited to 
join the parade, were MPC members Stan and Margaret 
Gale with their Ford F250. Bob and I stopped at the Hostelry 
on the way back to camp, to check the local brew, then 
home for a fairly quiet night, as we had to head for Murray 
Bridge the next morning.  
  There had only been three caravans in our convoy since 
Perth, Lindsay and Judith Hill, Bob and Brenda Wallis and 
Wendy and I; but for this leg we were joined by Ross and 
Colleen Morton and Stan and Margaret Gale. Our run down 
to Gawler went according to plan, but for the rest of the 
journey, Jane (on our GPS) took us on a very scenic route. 
Scenic it was, with lots of hairpin bends and hills - it may 
have been the shortest way, but certainly not the quickest. 
To make it worse, we got stuck behind a local Cocky taking 
his cows somewhere on his stock crate, using crawler gear 
on the hills. At a stop sign I got out and persuaded him to let 
us all pass him. From there on we enjoyed the scenic run to 
Murray Bridge, arriving mid afternoon, which allowed us 
time to set up our caravans, before Bob and I went down to 
check out the Rally site, in readiness for the container, 
which was due to arrive in the morning. 
 
 

!! Important Notice !! 
 

  The MRA has this week informed the MPC that it has 
leased sections of Block 3. The MPC is now under 
instructions from the MRA; to curtail its storage area to 
our enclosed fenced end of the workshop. To achieve 
this we are forced to make some decisions, which may 
not be our preferred choice or what we would wish for.  
Over the next few weeks members are requested to 
remove all their equipment, not restored to display 
standards, from the workshops. In addition to this, it is 
expected that some culling of MPC equipment will be 
necessary. 
   To find anywhere near the area required to 
accommodate both members and MPC display exhibits, 
we will also need to reduce our restoration area. As you 
are aware, several big Club projects are currently being 
carried out. In addition to this, the Clayton Shuttleworth 
project is about to commence, and these all restrict the 
restoration area. Members are informed that for the time 
being, restoration projects at the Workshops, will be on a 
‘bring and remove the same day’ basis only. This will 
have to be strictly adhered to. Your Committee are 
already working on a plan and hopefully by the time you 
read this, you will notice that moves are being made to 
maximise the display and restoration areas.  For obvious 
reasons the MPC has no wish to debate this issue with 
the MRA at this time, so your co-operation and help to 
achieve a successful outcome with this project will be 
greatly appreciated. Our future at the MRW may depend 
on it. If you require assistance to remove any of your 
property, please ask a committee member. The MRA has 
indicated that they would expect us to have achieved a 
significant result by the 31st August 2009.  
 

Greasy Gang Luncheon  
  The annual Greasy Gang lunch was again held on a 
recent Tuesday, at Sizzlers in Riverton. Almost twenty 
members and partners met up to enjoy a well earned 
break from the usual busy days spent at the Workshops. 
Thanks to Paul Freeman, who as usual organised the 
lunch. It began originally as the ‘over eighties’ day; 
reducing to the ‘over seventies’; and now has become an 
open invitation to all MPC volunteer workers. This was 
the first time Wendy and I have attended. Being retired 
has allowed us to qualify, the same as Bob and Brenda 
Wallis, and Mike and Dot Pedley. Like us, they all 
appeared to enjoy the day. It is always nice to have 
social get-togethers, as it creates a bond between 
members, and helps maintain a good camaraderie, that is 
a successful factor for a successful club. I received an 
apology from James and Betty Barlas, who could not 
join the function, but passed on their best wishes to all.  
 

BEST WISHES. 
  To James and Betty Barlas; both of whom have not 
been enjoying the best of health for the last couple of 
months, and to Rupert Weller; who has also spent time 
in hospital recently. They are now back at home and we 
hope there are better times ahead for them all. 
  Our thoughts too, are with Lindsay and Judith Hill, as 
Lindsay recently lost his brother. 

 



MPC MEMBERS’ TRIP STORIES. 
   
Murray Bridge Rally 2009 
   
  The Container arrived on the Sturt Park on time and all 
intact. Everyone help to get it unloaded and the display 
was a credit to all. The only thing to spoil things was 
Nature, one the wind, dust and a little light rain and the 
other was that the river was so low we did not get to see 
as many paddle steamers as we did when we went to the 
Goolwa rally.  
  It was great to meet friends we made some twenty 
years ago and make new friends that we hope we will 
meet again, hopefully at Fairbridge. Good crowds; the 
locals tell me that some 28,000 visited the rally, 
apparently the biggest event they had seen in Murray 
Bridge.  The displays were very good with some very 
big stationary motors; all categories of equipment and 
machines were well represented. The food stalls were 
good and varied and reasonably priced. It all helped to 
make a good three days.  
  The disadvantage of being an exhibitor is that you do 
not get enough time to appreciate and look at all the 
interesting exhibits.  

David and Judy Ashfold. 
 
  The Club presentation at Murray Bridge was certainly 
not only an eye catcher, with its mural on the container 
advertising the 2011 Rally in Perth; but the members are 
to be congratulated on the theme and content of the 
display. 
  Murray Bridge and that section of South Australia, was 
in the grip of one of its worst droughts. The scenery 
around the town was dry and arid; the only green in the 
town was the plastic green grass outside Woolworths. 
  The rally was held on the town reserve close to the 
town centre. The weather was great and although the 
storm clouds arrived mid morning, they were all gone by 
the afternoon. Thousands of items of machinery had 
come from around Australia and it certainly took a long 
time to see most of them. The variety was huge. The 
crowds were large and I think the organisers would have 
been pleased with the results. 
  I think “Fairbridge” will be successful, as it will all be 
held in one area. 

Stan and Margaret Gale.   
 
  Departing Perth 28th March 09; arriving Adelaide 
courtesy Qantas; a taxi to Grand Chifley 208, where the 
accommodation and service was excellent. After settling 
in, a walk to Adelaide, where we have been three times 
before; a browse around, then return to South Terrace by 
tram, then a short walk to our room. My knees not doing 
me justice! We caught the tram each time after that. On 
Sunday we had another good look around Adelaide and 
the Markets; booked a trip with Mini Tours to Hahndorf 
and Victor Harbour. On Monday we had a trip to 
Glenelg, via tram, dropping off at South Street on the 
way back. On Tuesday we were picked up at the hotel 
by coach; travelling first to Mt. Lofty with panoramic 
views; morning tea at Hahndorf and a look around, my 
legs wouldn’t let me go far. We journeyed along the 
Murray River to Strathalbyn and Goolwa, where the 

river and sand banks looked a sorry sight with little 
water. The tour guide told us that Goolwa was once a 
popular holiday resort, but not so now. We stopped at a 
couple of spots on the way to Victor Harbour, where we 
saw the same sorry sight of sand banks and little water. 
We had lunch here and a look through the museum, then 
on to McLarenvale Wine and Cheese Tasting. The area 
on our return journey, the driver informed us, was not so 
long ago, rich farmland. He dropped passengers off 
along the way, until we reached our hotel, just in time to 
freshen up for a meal. 
  The next morning we caught the coach to Murray 
Bridge. Keith Chappell was a welcome sight at the 
terminal, and he took us to Sturt Reserve, where we 
received a big welcome from our fellow members. We 
were then hurried off to look at how low the River was 
on a trip on a Paddle Steamer. Keith, at the end of the 
day, took us to the Travelodge to book in. The Murray 
Bridge Rally was the highlight of our trip and a real eye-
opener. It took us back in time; with some machines we 
had used ourselves in days gone by, and some we had 
never seen before. It was quite an experience. 
  To Keith and Ian Chappell, who were our main 
transporters to and from the rally, which was much 
appreciated. Also, to all the team members who helped 
us to make the holiday a memorable one. Thank you all. 

Jack and Judy Bellotti. 
 

NATIONAL RALLY 2009 . 
 

·  The Rally was huge and it was great to be part of our 
winning display. 

·  Seeing the “Humphrey Pump” running at Cobdogla 
made the 3000km trip over the Nullarbor even more 
worthwhile. 

·  On our return trip we found out that the town of 
CLARE in South Australia was named by one of 
Jan’s ancestors; Mr. Edward Burton Gleeson, who 
came from County Clare in Ireland in 1840. 

·  We think the “Great Ocean drive” at Esperance is 
spectacular and by far outshines Victoria’s Great 
Ocean Road. 

·  We enjoyed two days at “Lucky Bay” in the Cape 
Le Grand National Park, east of Esperance – 
walking on the squeaky sand, swimming, rock 
climbing and relaxing. We strongly recommend this 
to everyone for a visit. 

David and Jan Pether. 
 

    The National Rally was an event which is hard to 
describe; it had to be experienced. Fortunately for those 
who couldn’t make it, that feeling can be experienced 
again in September 2011 at Fairbridge. 
  Some of us met at Murraytown Camping Ground on 
Saturday, 29th March, to go to the Boolaroo Machinery 
Show on the 29th. This group consisted of Ralph and 
Wendy Thomas, Bob and Brenda Wallis, Lindsay and 
Judith Hill, Stan and Margaret Gale from Margaret 
River, Peter and Veronica Dymond, and Ross and 
myself. The day of the show was extremely hot, but also 
extremely interesting and enjoyable. 
  The next day, Monday 30th, we travelled in convoy to 
the Murray Bridge rally camping facility, where we 



stayed for the next eight days. The National Rally was a 
great time when we mixed with people from all over 
Australia who had the same interest in restoring old 
engines of all types and makes. 
  The camping situation was like a tent city, with all 
types of camping accommodation imaginable. The entire 
MPC contingent was camped together. 
  The MPC group were among the first to arrive and the 
last to leave. On Wednesday 9th April, most of us went 
our own way. Only a few came straight home. The rest 
of us travelled to other places in Queensland, Victoria 
and South Australia. 
  Ross and I are looking forward to September 2011. 

Colleen Morton.  
 

Our Trip  
 

  Brenda and I thoroughly enjoyed every moment of the 
12th National Rally, and beyond. It was great to see all 
enjoying themselves and working as one. 
  The friendliness of the South Australians and the 
Victorians was unsurpassed and I hope we can repay 
them when they come to WA in 2011. Before we got to 
Murray Bridge two museums were opened especially for 
us and without fuss. After we left Warracknabeal we had 
a further four museums of special interest opened for us 
at Dimboola, Tumby Bay, and two at Streaky Bay. 
While I hunted down the Print Trade, Brenda tracked 
down the ever elusive owl. 
  I visited Print Museums at; Dimboola, Pinnaroo and 
Swan Hill plus collections at; Warracknabeal, Jeparit, 
Kapunda, Burra, Whyalla, Koppio and Streaky Bay. I 
was after printer’s metal type. My luck continued to fail 
until Pinnaroo where I was given some and at Burra 
where I bought some. So I came home a happy chap. 
  Apart from leaving my watch at Mundrabilla, losing a 
torch and caravan keys enroute, the van towed 
beautifully, even pulling out of the caravan park on the 
side of a hill at Port Lincoln when even the four wheel 
drives grunted up the hill, Zoro pulled out without a 
murmur. 
  Fuel consumption on the way home was not as going 
over, due to the extra weight of the type and other booty 
coming home. 
  We both thoroughly enjoyed the trip and are keenly 
waiting for the next – in some ways; we wish Mudgee 
had won the 13th. 

Bob and Brenda Wallis. 
 

Holiday Reflection 
 

  Three steaming gatherings, plus visits to keen “steam 
men”, and nine weeks holiday gave much pleasure to 
both the Dymonds.  
  Two lasting memories of the trip were vastly different; 
the first, and by far the saddest, was the condition of the 
South Australian land. Acres and acres of dead grape 
vines and fruit trees told the story of massive loss of 
income to so many people with the subsequent effect 
that will have had on their families and lifestyle. 
  The other, less important but equally dramatic, was the 
effect of the rain when, for four days it did finally come. 
  Peter phoned a caravan park at Price; the caretaker 
wasn’t too keen to book us in “We’re a bit muddy” was 

his response to our query. We agreed to call in as we 
would have to pass through the tiny settlement anyway. 
The man was surely speaking the truth – the one spot left 
was indeed covered with five centimeters of mud. 
Generously, we were offered a spot behind his house 
“on the dolomite”. The following day, Anzac Day, we 
did a bit of touring in the Yorke Peninsula, went in a pub 
for lunch – and down came the rain. Without Wellington 
boots we couldn’t get back to the car so we, and many 
others, stayed in the hotel and viewed the raging 
torrents in the streets from the dry within. 
Unfortunately, a 75 year old’s birthday party group 
didn’t get their lunch (at least not while we were there) 
as the hotel kitchen door had not withstood the flood. 
Eventually, the water subsided enough for us to get back 
to the car and head back to Price in moderate rain on 
gravel roads. 
  Later, I woke up from a little snooze to note that Peter 
was not around but there was a lot of noise outside. 
What drama! The four lowest rows of the caravan park 
were under water; it certainly gave verisimilitude to the 
advert “right on the beach”. Most of the people there 
were ‘permanents’ and had annexes now under 400 ml 
of water. We have pictures of people, knee deep in 
water, carrying their babies and/or their dogs up to the 
dry ground.  

  The reason for this rare event was given as a 
combination of a king tide, a strong wind plus heavy 
rain. The good news was that as the tide turned the water 
did recede. The bad news was that the entire thing would 
happen again on Sunday afternoon by which time a sand 
bank had been created (no bags available), which 
lessened but didn’t stop the water invasion.  
Water - we certainly cannot live without it – but it can 
be hard sometimes to live with it. 

Veronica Dymond. 
 

Torrumbarry Weir  
   

  After the clubs success at the 12th National Rally, Judy 
and I were deciding how we would fill in our time, as we 
were going to visit Cobdogla Irrigation Museum on the 
Easter weekend, following the 12th National Rally. This is 
where the Humphrey Pump is situated and then we would 
travel on to Lake Goldsmith for their 93rd Rally. There was 
about three and half weeks before the Goldsmith rally and it 
was decided to travel along the Murray River as it had been 
some years since we had travelled this journey. 
    We would travel through towns such as Mannum, Berri, 
Renmark, Mildura, Kerang and Echuca. We noticed the 
huge difference in the depth of the river Murray from when 



we were last here in 1991. While travelling along the river, 
we were calling in at the locks and weirs, and it was one of 
these weirs that took our attention late one Friday 
afternoon. The weir is Torrumbarry Weir incorporating lock 
26; the last of the locks on the river Murray. Although it is 
lock 26 not all the locks have been put in on the river. 
  Torrumbarry weir is located some 35 kms north west of 
Echuca, just off the Murray Valley Highway. We decided to 
go down there to look at the weir with the intention of 
finding a quiet place to camp for the night. It was about 4.30 
and we parked up and then headed for the weir wall. The 
Goulburn Murray Water, who operates the weir, had gone 
to a lot of trouble to make the weir user friendly; there are 
large picnic areas and a big interpretive centre. We noticed 
as we approached the weir that the gates closed at 5pm 
and thought we would have just enough time to walk 
across, having a look at the sluice gates and lock 26. We 
were half way across and a Ute was coming in the opposite 
direction, we immediately thought we would be asked to go 
back as it was too late in the day. The Ute pulled alongside 
us and the man introduced himself as Alan, the weir 
master. Judy and I found him very amicable and he was not 
in any hurry to close the gates. As conversations go we told 
him what we had been doing and where we had been and 
our interest in vintage machinery. He immediately informed 
us that he had similar interests and had some vintage 
machinery on his own property. He went on to explain 
about the weir and its original construction. As a matter of 
interest the weir we were on was only completed in 1996 
with the then Howard government. The original weir was 
constructed around 1923 using 14 removable steel trestles 
that could be winched in and out of the river. These trestles 
were winched onto a concrete foundation which was set 
into the river bed. These trestles could be winched out of 
the water in cases of great floods. In order to set the weir 
level, boards were placed horizontally into the trestles one 
at a time; this involved many boards and a lot of labour. 
Alan informed me that the trestles were put in and out of 
the water by a steam winch and endless cable. This 
procedure operated successfully until 1992 (perhaps the 
longest and last operating steam machine in its original 
position) when major damage to the concrete foundations 

occurred. Extensive repairs were made at this time but it 
could not be guaranteed that further failures would not 
occur. It was decided at this time a new weir would need to 
be built. The new weir was constructed between 1993 and 
1996. The existing lock was left intact and the new weir 
butted up to it. The original trestle weir and lock chamber 
has now been listed as an historic building in Victoria. After 
Alan finished explaining about the weir and its operation, it 
was now well after 5pm. The punch line to the story really 
came when he asked, would you like to see the winch and 
boiler. I was taken back at that and asked was it the original 
winch and boiler? He said yes, we have preserved it and it 
is in its original boiler house over in the bush. It is too late 

for me to take you tonight but if you like to camp here I will 
come in tomorrow and take you. 
  Forgetting at first that tomorrow was ANZAC Day Alan 
decided to go to his local dawn service and then make a 
special trip in at 8am to pick me up. Right on 8am Alan rolls 
up in the Ute and me with camera in hand and off we go 
across the weir. We arrive at an old iron shed some three 
hundred metres off the river bank in amongst the red gum 
trees. There it was the original boiler house and steam 
winch. He opened up the doors to reveal a boiler and steam 
winch made by Cowley’s Eureka Iron Works Ballarat.  He 
informed me that the winch was still in perfect working 
order and it was him that thought that it could have possibly 
been the last working steam piece of equipment in 
Australia. From time to time he still fires the boiler and runs 
the winch. It just shows you what comes out of the 
woodwork when you get talking to people with like interests.  

  If any other club members are touring that way I’m sure if 
you make yourself known to Alan he will only be too 
pleased to show you around also. As something else of 
interest at that weir, Alan went on to explain how he helped 
design the first fish trap to trap the European Carp. They 
now have channels that the native fish can jump up, but the 
European Carp haven’t got the brain to do that, they must 
go into the trap. There are traps on most weirs and then the 
fish are taken away in freezer vans and used for fertilizer 
and animal foods.   

DAVID ASHFOLD. 
 

The Chocolate Mill. 
 

  Somewhere on the back roads to Daylesford we find 
“The Chocolate Mill”. Now most people would pass by, 
but I’m afraid this is one person who can’t and I take 
David, Julie and Brian with me. It’s a straw bale 
building built by the people who live here. The best bit 
is inside. They are making chocolates from Belgium 
chocolate and doing it the “old Fashioned” way, using 
high quality ingredients with no artificial additives. 
Many of the nuts, strawberries and raspberries are local 
products, and they have chocolates for all people, 
lactose, gluten, glucose and alcohol free and diabetic. 
You can see the chocolate being made and put into 
moulds; they are all recommended to be eaten within 
seven days as there are no preservatives in them. They 
work out about $95 per kilo, no wonder, there are about 
4 adults working in the kitchen so it’s a ‘hands on’ 
product of the highest quality.  
  After a treat in the shop we go into the cafe and decide 
on an ice cream, which at $3 each sounds good. We all 
go for chocolate tops with different varieties of ice 
cream and white, milk or dark chocolate tops. The young 
man asks us to take a seat and we are wondering how 



long this is going to take. We are talking and the young 
man brings our ice cream and not in a cone as we must 
have imagined. It is served in a cup and saucer, ice 
cream on the bottom covered in our choice of chocolate 
which is now rock hard and topped with cream. Our 
spoons are in the saucer and we begin to crack our way 
into the chocolate. They are delicious and we all enjoy 
our treat, which for $3 must be the best buy of our trip. 
We will call again one day.  

Judy Ashfold. 
 

Where is my Watch? 
 

  At the beginning of 1960 when I first became a 
taxpayer my parents presented me with a wrist watch. 
During 1962 I went to Meekatharra, about 1964 it broke 
down in a town with four pubs and little else. It was not 
replaced for two reasons. Firstly, no money and 
secondly the town whistle sounded at 0800 hrs, 1200 
noon, 1300 hrs and 1700 hours – so why did I need a 
timepiece. 
  Some time later, about 26 years to be precise, the 
children gave me a watch for my birthday. This lasted 
about three years and it came to a sudden stop. Let us 
move forward to 2009. My employer, on my retirement, 
presented me with a Gold “Railroad Approved” 
timepiece for my long service to the rail industry (nearly 
50 years). I was elated at such a fine piece and treasured 
it, but only wearing it occasionally as it is not within my 
culture to need a watch strapped to my arm. 
  Sadly, while travelling to the 12th National Rally at 
Murray Bridge SA we stopped for a shower at 
Mundrabilla. Shortly after departure I noticed my watch 
was missing from my arm and drew Ralph, Wendy, 
Lindsay and Judy via the CB to my dilemma. 
Immediately a voice came back and said; hi I’m Richard 
and I am calling into Mundrabilla ‘Do you want me to 
pick up your watch and take it to Perth for you?’ – My 
pause must have been a little long as Richard then said 
who he worked for and his phone number in Perth – I 
hesitated, but agreed.  
  The mobile phone (long range) was enacted and I rang 
the roadhouse and asked if they could look inside the 
gentlemen’s shower (was called the Men’s – until it was 
renamed after Ralph left) and please give it to Richard as 
he was calling in. One hour later I rang back to confirm 
they found it and it was given to Richard – it was. Four 
weeks later I rang Richard’s number in Perth and the 
receptionist said it was in the drawer at the front office. 
My faith in Humanity was suitably restored. 
  On the trip home I called into Mundrabilla and thanked 
the staff for their assistance and honesty. On arrival back 
in Perth after six weeks on a fabulous caravan holiday I 
went to Richard’s place of employment, only to find that 
he was the Managing Director of Como Engineering 
and he often drove between Perth and SA on business. I 
thanked him no end, and safely put the watch in the 
glove box. 
  What I am saying is that after not wearing a watch for 
so many decades, one has become dear to me and I 
worried for four weeks about the honesty of our fellow 
man – all is restored. 

Bob Wallis. 

SUSCRIPTIONS DUE - 31st December, 2009. 
 

  To allow for the problem of members not being insured 
for club events and shows, due to late payment of subs; 
the Committee has decided to send invoices out to 
members during October/November, so that all members 
are paid up by the start of the New Year on 1st January, 
2010. 
  There will also be a late payment fee of $10 added to 
late payments, to encourage members to pay their subs 
when they are due, instead of six months later, as we 
have just had.  
  Members must understand that they are NOT covered 
by their insurance cards if they are NOT FINANCIAL, 
whatever date is stated on the card. Once you are not 
financial, your insurance card is classified null and void. 
This also applies to those members who are insured 
through another club. You must produce proof of current 
membership details with the copy of your insurance 
cards. 
  Our financial year is from Jan 1st to Dec 31st, so we 
have had a ‘grey area’ for the period of a couple of 
months, when a lot of members are legally uninsured, 
but still attending club shows or events.  
  Remember that your house or car insurance must be 
paid by the due date, or any claim will be refused, due to 
late or non payment!  
  Please treat the MPC with the same forethought and 
attention. 

 
MPC WEBSITE. 

 

After a few teething problems, the new MPC website is 
up and running. We hope the members are pleased with 

the new look and format. If there is anything else you 
would like to see featured, please let us know. 

 
Wearing Two Hats. 
   

  This was the first time since Goolwa in 1991 that we 
have been able to coincide with both our machinery and 
Cornish interests. This, and retirement, meant we had a 
lot more time than during our previous caravan holidays. 
Following both these hobbies, and travelling to the 
Eastern States, makes us aware how much easier it is to 
participate in all sorts of events, which are so much 
more often, interesting, well attended and varied than in 
WA; due to larger populations and smaller distances to 
travel. 
  The National Rally was of course, the icing on the 
cake, but being able to attend rallies for three weekends 
in a row, made Ralph very happy I know, and the 
amount of machinery and museums we saw in over 
eight weeks, was enough even for him! 
  What a big country we live in; and we have hardly 
scratched the surface as yet. Travelling between Hay in 
northern NSW and the Great Ocean Road in Victoria, we 
saw many marvellous places with lots of different and 
interesting attractions; far too many to write about in 
great detail, although Ralph has tried to do this later in 
this newsletter.  
  I would very much hope that if the 13th National Rally, 
at Fairbridge in 2011, is as successful as Murray Bridge 
this year, we will all be very happy. 

Wendy Thomas.   
  



Progress report on the Restoration of Club Machines  
 

  The Clayton and Shuttleworth rebuild is 
well under way. The engineering of the 
boiler has been completed and 
McDowall Affleck our appointed 
independent engineer has verified that 

the engineering and drawings comply 
with the relevant Australian standards 

and has issued the appropriate paper work. This has 
enabled the boiler manufacturer to commence fabrication. 
The boiler is expected to be ready for collection by the end 
of July. It will then be fitted into the existing horn plates 
and throat plate, after the traction engine has been 
completely stripped down. This will mean that the tender, 
wheels, gears, crankshaft cylinder etc, smoke box and 
front wheels be all removed and the Briggs boiler 
extracted from the old shell. The remains of the old boiler 
that has in the past had major surgery will be removed 
from the horn plates. Only then can the new boiler be 
fitted to the horn plates and the rebuild start. 
  It is hoped that a new water pump copied from the 
original one fitted will be cast as soon as the patterns have 
been completed. It is also our intention to cost the casting 
of a new flywheel. The flywheel on the engine at present 
has been manufactured from a pulley, although 
satisfactory, it looks a bit out of place. If there is Lottery 
monies in hand after the boiler is complete, it would be 
nice to fund the new flywheel with it.   
  The workshop is being prepared to bring the Clayton into 
the work area ready for stripping down. The Trusty will be 
reassembled with its new piston and reground cylinder 
prior to the Clayton coming into the work area. After test 
running the Trusty will be given a tidy up including a new 
paint job. Hopefully the test running of the Trusty has 
taken place before this edition of the OPP goes to press.  
  There is still ongoing work in the restoration field; the 
motorised runabout is half completed. The Crossley is 
also in a state of near completion, I believe awaiting 
ignition and carburation systems to be completed. All in all 
there is plenty of work to keep the Tuesday “Play Group” 
well and truly fully employed. 

Peter Dymond .      
 
 

Construction progress of the new 
Clayton & Shuttleworth boiler is well 
under way at the McDowall Affleck 
workshops. 
 
 

The Trusty. 
  Work continues by Peter Dymond and Paul Freeman. 
Piston rings have been made and work is being done on 
the cowling. 
Cooper Little Wonder.  
  Paul Freeman is making good progress on this project. 
Atlas Copco Compressor. 
  Reg Goddard, John Fury and Colin Redden are making 
progress; they have removed the injectors to the surprise 
of many and are hopeful for a positive outcome, on what 
seemed a pretty hopeless case when it first started. 
Kwinana Heritage Society ‘Tom Thumb’. 
  George Chappell (The Engine Whisperer), in his normal 
fastidious way, after making a part for the carby; now has 
the engine running and ready for collection. Top job 
George! Repairs were made on this engine as a tribute to 
our late and esteemed member Les Greenham. (See photo 
on page 12.) 

Forklift. 
  Les Jones and Colin Redden have, over the last few 
months, done a good deal of well needed work on our 
hard-working forklift. The log book has been bought up to 
date and it is now running extremely well. Thanks to them 
both for a job well done. 
  Please remember all operators require the appropriate 
ticket before operating this machine. If you have need of 
anything lifted, please contact a committee member.  
Arab Printing Press.  
Bob Wallis has recently begun working on this. 
General. 
  The rest of us have been busy cleaning, sorting and 
repairing the gear returned from Murray Bridge. While no 
serious damage was caused by some of the gear shifting, a 
lot of chaffing occurred. Fortunately we had packed most 
of the gear in boxes, and this proved to be a good move, as 
damage was minimal.  

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS : 
   
  Please ring Steve Barlas on 9351 8703, or Ralph Thomas 
on 9458 5435, for more information. 

 

Fundraiser for the transport of MPC and 
Members’ gear to Fairbridge 2011. 

 

STEAM-UP DAY  - Sunday 23rd August - 7am Start. 
Admission to all $10.00 - includes breakfast. 

 

Fireman’s Breakfast at 9am:- Sausage, bacon, eggs, 
hash-brown, tomatoes and beans; with tea or coffee. 
  We will be running our steam engines; plus the Akroyd 
and Hornsby; also any member who wishes to run an 
engine may do so. 
  We hope to be joined by members of the Vintage Car 
Club, The Vintage Motorcycle Club, The Austin Seven 
Car Club, The Historic Commercial Vehicle Club and The 
Avon Valley Restoration Club, with their vehicles. We 
have also invited Members from The Old Machinery 
Club, our partner club for Fairbridge 2011. 
  We would like to see a full turn out of MPC members to 
support this great day. Remember it is for your benefit. 
There will be a ‘Busy Bee’ organised beforehand, so 
please make an effort to come along and help to get the 
place looking spick and span, and set-up for the day.  
  Members are reminded that their exhibits and the 
surrounding area should be kept clean at all times. 
 

Trek the Trail – Sunday, 20th September.   
  7.30am on site, to assist with set up.     Confirmed. 
John Morgan Park, Glen Forrest. This is being run by the 
Mundaring and Hills Society. The same route as in 2006; 
from Mundaring to Darlington.   
Steve Barlas will take the trailer. 
 

Toodyay Agricultural Show – Saturday, 10th October. 
   8am on site.         Confirmed. 
Same conditions/arrangements as in previous years.  
Someone required to tow the trailer. 
 

Celebrate W.A. – W.A. Week – 19th/25th October. 
Still waiting for information. 
 

Canning Show - Canning Show. 
Friday/Saturday 6/7th November 2009. 
Date and attendance still to be confirmed. 



LIFE AFTER THE RALLY    by Ralph Thomas. 
South Australia         
  Our convoy was reduced to three after Murray Bridge; 
Stan and Margaret Gale, Bob and Brenda Wallis and 
Wendy and I. Our first stop was Old Tailem Town, though 
we did not stop to visit the Historic Village. We wanted to 
make up time heading for Warracknabeal, where they 
were holding their 43rd annual Easter Rally. On the way 
we stopped at Bordertown; calling to see Jeff Holly, who 
is a wealth of information on stationary engines, and then 
a visit to Clayton Farm, which is well maintained by the 
members. The thatched barn, which was sadly burnt down 
a few years ago, has been rebuilt and another one has also 
been renovated.  Both of these structures have great 
historical significance to this area. Wendy and I were last 
there in 1987. Back on the road again, as far as the SA/Vic 
border, where we camped for the night. 
Victoria 
  Next day, with not a lot of distance to cover, we allowed 
a stop in Nhill, for morning tea at a lovely community run 
craft and cookery shop, where we ‘pigged out’ on home-
made sausage rolls, and one of our ladies stocked up on 
knitted ‘footie’ souvenirs. It was here that we saw real 
green grass and discovered piped music was played in the 
public toilets (chamber music I think, and a pleasant 
touch.) Lunchtime found us at the museum in Jeparit, 
where once again the locals went out of their way to keep 
the place open during their time off, so we could have a 
look through their very interesting buildings and displays.  
  We arrived at Warracknabeal mid afternoon and one of 
the first people we saw was “Bob the Bikie” who was a 
regular visitor at our stand at Murray Bridge. Being 
amongst the earlier arrivals gave us a chance to pick a 
good spot to set up the caravans. This was a good move as 
the camping area became pretty hectic by the Friday night, 
with extra people arriving from Murray Bridge.  
  On Friday we were invited to go to the nearby town of 
Murtoa, where the Dunmunkle Sump Oilers have restored 
four Ruston Hornsbys; 2 x 100hp, 1 x 55hp and 1 x 60hp 
on their original site in the old Freezer Works. They fired 
up three of the engines for us, which was quite a spectacle.  
Whilst in Murtoa we also paid a visit to the Water Tower 
Museum, which houses the famous James Hill taxidermy 
collection of over 500 birds and other fauna, which was 
something different and very interesting. 
  Warracknabeal “Wheatlands”, on the Henty Highway, 
claims to house the most extensive collection of vintage 
agricultural machinery, tractors, stationary engines and 
other such equipment in Australia. In addition to the 
museum, they have several large sheds which are used for 
club activities and storing more machinery. They also 
must have the biggest rat pile in Australia, and that alone 
could take days to peruse. Whilst all this is open to the 
elements, the dry climate of the area slows down 
deterioration. The rally attracted a good number of 
exhibiters displaying a large range of vintage equipment. I  
demonstrated my rope-making machine and also assisted 
some people from Lockhart who had a different type of 
rope maker. I was rather taken with the Axe Handle 
making machine and was given two handles to bring 
home. We may see this machine in action at Fairbridge 
2011. Again I was lucky enough to get a ride in the street 

parade, this time as a passenger on a Chamberlain 9G 
tractor, driven by Norm Foster and owned by my 
Australian cousins John and Michael Woods, from nearby 
Rupanyup. Stan and Margaret Gale were once again in 
demand to enter their Ford F250 in the parade. The MPC 
contingent went out for dinner that evening at the Royal 
Mail Hotel to celebrate Brenda’s birthday. The tractor pull 
ran well into the evening and drew a lot of attention.  
  Exhibitors were treated to a well prepared evening meal 
on the Sunday night. This was a fun evening, where we 
were asked to talk about where we were from and why we 
were attending this rally. It was also Trophy night, with 

Stan and Margaret Gale, who live 
in Margaret River, winning the 
‘furthest travelled’ participants, 
only beating Brian and Dot Blum 
by a few kilometres. Monday was 
a rather quiet day but gave us a 
chance to mix with other 
exhibitors and enjoy the 
hospitality which was extended to 
us. Many of those we talked to 
were showing great interest in 

coming over to the 2011 Rally.  
  Tuesday saw the final break-up of the WA crew when 
Brian and Dot Blum left for Busselton; Stan and Margaret 
headed off to Queensland; Bob and Brenda to the Echuca 
area, and Wendy and I to Rupanyup, which is on the 
Wimmera Highway, to spend a few days with Aussie 
cousins John and Michael Woods and their dog Lucky.  

 

The Woods Bros Rupanyup 
Farming and Heritage Museum. 

  John and Michael have a very extensive collection of 
‘almost everything’ contained in their two 60m x 30m 
sheds, including over thirty Fordson tractors. As you can 

imagine it took us 
quite some time 
to see all their 
displays. The first 
shed has over 100 
engines in one 
area, plus heaps 
of other gear; 
several shops 
with others in the 
process of being 

built; about 30 cabinets of old tools; a large collection of 
winnowers, typewriters, radios, washing machines, 
mowers, in fact: you name it, they have it. Their toy 
collection is fantastic; as are their biscuit tin, matches, 
cigarette tins, engine books and numerous other 
collections. Too much to take in at one time! We attended 
the meeting night 
for the Dunmunkle 
Sumpoilers, held in 
the old Masonic 
Lodge in 
Rupanyup, and the 
following night we 
attended the 
Rupanyup 
Historical Society 



meeting, with almost the same people at both meetings,   
which is to be expected in a fairly small and close 
community.  I also  found  out  that  I  had   more  family 
living in the area, and who were at both meetings. 
Rupanup has the first reinforced concrete wheat silos built 
in the Southern Hemisphere, designed by Sir John Monash 
and erected in 1909.  
  From here on Wendy and I had no real plans for the next 
four weeks, when we had to be in the Yorke Peninsula, 
S.A. for the Kernewek Lowender; so we decided to head 
east to be in Canberra  for the Anzac Day Celebrations. 
On the way we visited Moliagal where Cornishmen Oats 

and Deason 
found the 

‘Welcome 
Stranger’, 

which is the 
largest gold 
nugget ever 
found. Richard 

Oats is a direct relation to my close mate Nicholas 
Wallace, with whom I originally came to Australia. 
Moliagal is also the birthplace of John Flynn, who 
founded the Royal Flying Doctor Service. We drove from 
there to Bendigo, where we had a sausage sizzle lunch at 
an open market near the city centre; just in time to see the 
arrival of an 89 year old man complete a Marathon of 380 
kms over 5 days, on his Gopher. He was raising money for 
Diabetes. Then it was on to Elmore, which is the home of 
the Sunshine Harvester. We went around the ‘Campaspe 
Run’ museum there and were most impressed. It was very 
well presented with some great murals, DVD’s and 
exhibits. We then headed for Rochester, the birthplace of 
Sir Hubert Opperman (‘Oppy’), who went on to become a 
world-famous cyclist. A short stop in Echuca, looking at 
the river boats in this historic town and we were off again 
on the Cobb Highway into NSW. 
New South Wales   
  We camped south of Deniliquin, home of the ‘Ute’ on 
the Edward River, and arose to a wonderful sunrise. 
Driving across the Hay Plains, you experience some of the 
flattest country in the world, before reaching Hay, where 
we visited “Shear Outback”, a huge Shearing Museum and 
Interpretive Centre; plus other places of interest, such as 
the railway museum, where there is a display on the POW 
camp that was in the town during WW2. From there we 
drove across the Hay Plains to Narrandera, with its Tiger 
Moth Memorial, then to Wagga Wagga, where we visited 
the National Glass Gallery. Next day saw us in Gundagai, 
where we visited the Prince Alfred Bridge, built in 1866, 
the longest timber bridge structure ever built in Australia, 
spanning the Murrumbidgee River, and together with the 
adjacent railway bridge built in 1901, offers the longest 
timber viaducts in the southern hemisphere. We viewed 
the unique model Cathedral, created from 20,948 
individual pieces of NSW marble.  Every piece cut, turned 
and polished by hand by Frank Rusconi, monumental 
mason and sculptor, during his spare time over 28 years. 
This was one of the most impressive items we saw on our 
whole trip. Rusconi was also responsible for the famous 
‘Dog on the Tuckerbox’ sculpture, �  Five   miles   from   
Gundagai �  out of town. The museum in this town was 

also worth a 
visit, well 
presented and 
full of 
history, 
although they 
are suffering 
badly from 
the usual lack 
of volunteer 
labour. 
Another town with the ‘return visit’ mark on it! 
Australian Capital Territory.    3837kms from home. 
  Our first stop was Gold Creek Village and the National 
Dinosaur Museum, then on to Canberra where we camped 
at the Exhibition Showground Campsite. We did all the 
tourist things around the City and of course the Anzac Day 
service held at the National War Memorial. It was a lovely 
service, fortunately not too crowded, and we had a seated 
position to watch the proceedings. Afterwards we spent 
the rest of the day inside the museum, where we found 
items from the Sydney 1 on display. This was indeed a 
marvellous museum with most wonderful displays, and we 
found the staff extremely helpful and most polite. 
Afterwards we called out to see the Governor, but a very 
polite lady with a gun, explained to us that she was busy 
entertaining Mr Rudd and friends, so I saw no reason to 
disturb them about MPC matters. From the National 
Capital we headed south on the Monaro Highway. 
New South Wales 
  Once again back into New South Wales and soon in 
Cooma, where we paid a visit to the Snowy Mountains 
Hydro Centre, in which I had a special interest, as my first 
job was in Khancoban working on the Murray One pipe 
line, when I first came to Australia in 1965. Continuing 
south we stopped at the Bombala Museum and Lavender 
Centre. Bombala is the centre of the Platypus Country, 
and it appears that they are really promoting the 
conservation of these animals. 
Victoria 
  When we reached Cann River we headed west on the 
Princes Highway to South Gippsland to visit John and 
Loraine Touzel at Kardella near Korumburra. John runs 
the McDonald Register. On the way we stopped at Lakes 
Entrance; and when I parked the car and caravan, a couple 
pulled up alongside and asked about the Cornish sign on 
my spare wheel. It turned out the lady was from Penzance 
in Cornwall, and I have since found that she is very likely 
a distant cousin of mine. Before leaving town, Wendy 
allowed me to visit a Shell museum and a little way out of 
town, a Doll museum; then in Bairnsdale we saw some 
lovely murals painted on the ceilings of St Mary’s 
Catholic Church.  We then travelled through Stratford on 
the River Avon and on to Rosedale where we camped by 
the La Trobe River. This was the coldest night we had, 
1.7º with the Rodeo and caravan covered in ice in the 
morning. On the way out of town we saw a statue of 
‘Patrobus’; the only Gippsland horse to ever win the 
Melbourne Cup. Later in the morning we passed through 
Boolara and a lot of the recent Black Saturday fire 
damaged area.  It certainly gave us a bit of an idea how 
people must have suffered. It was amazing how some 



houses came through unscathed, while others were razed 
to the ground. We know that the donation made by the 
MPC should provide help to some of the victims.         
  We spent a delightful few days with John and Loraine, 
enjoying their generosity and company. They took us to 
the meeting night of the Korumburra Working Horse and 
Tractor Club, where I was asked to address the meeting 
and talk about the MPC and the forthcoming 2011 Rally; 
again receiving very promising support. Our hosts showed 
us around the area and took us down to Phillip Island, with 
its famous Grand Prix Racing Track. We also visited their 
club home, which is well setup, and where they run 
regular rally days. From Korumburra we continued our 
journey through to Loch, Koo Wee Rup, Tooradin, 
Hastings, Flinders and on to Sorrento, which is at the 
bottom of Port Phillip Bay; where we met up with Hartley 
and Daisy May, both of whom I grew up with in 
Cornwall. We were continuing the trip with them, so we 
caught the ferry to Queenscliffe, which saved us towing 

the caravan through 
Melbourne. Forty 
minutes later and 
$120.00 poorer, we 
were berthed and on 
our way to pick up 
the Great Ocean 
Road.  

   I think now is a good time to finish off this article. 
Maybe I can continue the rest of the story another time. 

 

FOR SALE. 
   
  The MPC will sell the following items at the next 
meeting, as they are excess to our requirements. 
Conditions of sale as previously - items must be removed 
from the workshops ASAP.  
  If you cannot attend the meeting, a proxy sale can be 
arranged. 
Hydraulic Press - approx 20 ton, requires some attention 
to the hydraulic system.                     $250.00 
Robin Motor  - 3 hp.                          $100.00. 
Diaphragm Pump –  
      with Honda Motor - on trolley     $300.00. 
Compressor. - Details and price on the night  
  There may be some other items available for a donation 
on the night.      Be there to be lucky! 
 

Fairbridge 2011.      

  Excerpts from the Rally Committee minutes, by Bob 
Wallis. 
 

Official Name: It was agreed that the name be; 13th 
NHMA Rally – Fairbridge Village (Pinjarra) WA – 
2011. 
Short Name: It was agreed that the name, 
“Fairbridge 2011” would suffice. 
Rally Divisions: While it was generally agreed that 
all divisions of the rally, being; Engines, Steam, 
General, Machines, Models, Vehicles, Horses, 
Earthmoving and Tractors, acted within the Safety 
Guidelines of the NHMA, there was some real 
concern of the “Tractor Pull event. It was resolved 
that the event at Fairbridge 2011 would only be 
conducted under NHMA guidelines and be called: 

Vintage Tractor Pull Demonstration”. It was further 
agreed that only vintage tractors prior to 1971 be 
allowed to enter. At the same time it will not be a 
competition but a demonstration only. 
Letterhead & Badge: It was commonly agreed that 
the logo, as used for the Fairbridge 2011 Rally bid be 
used. However, it is open to suggestions for the 
“Rally Badge” – ideas for the next meeting. 
  Members will be kept up to date as other meetings 
are held. 

 

VICTORIAN FIRE APPEAL . 
   
  As was decided at one of our monthly meetings, the 
MPC donated the sum of $1,040.00 to this Appeal. 
  After seeing only very little of the devastation caused by 
the Black Saturday fires; we can only imagine the horror 
and suffering that was caused to so many. We hope that 
our money, as little as it was, gave some relief to a needy 
person.  
 

FOR SALE. 
 

WINNOWER - This rare machine is complete with restored 
elevator; in good condition, but will require some restoration. 
McDONALD Three Point Roller - This machine is in excellent 
condition, fully restored and running. 
MOFFAT VIRTUE Diesel - Type ME, 3H.P. 
RONALDSON TIPPETT Diesel - Type CM, 3H.P. Complete. 
ALAMO Petrol – 5H.P. Horizontal open crank. 
DOUGLAS KINGSWOOD - 110volt Generating Unit, on 
                                                                                          Trailer. 

For more information – please contact Ralph Thomas. 
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  This was a new experience for those members who 
attended the annual Ploughing Day at the Pether’s Place 
on June 6th. The tractors were joined by 3 Gentle Giants 
belonging to Gidgegannup Clydesdales. I don’t know 
whether they did a great deal of ploughing, but they were 
definitely a great attraction, especially to Grand-daughter 
Britney and the other children. We hope to see them again 
next year. Our thanks go to David and Janice, for 
providing MPC members and friends with another 
enjoyable and relaxing social day. 



Thanks to Lindsay Hill for the 
following information. 

 

OLD VEHICLE RESTORATION. 
HELPFUL CONTACTS. 

 

Truck Parts. 
 

Australian Truck & Auto Parts 
2 Hazelhurst St, Kewdale. 
9352 9800. 
 

Bolts, Nuts & Screws. 
 

Searle Fasteners – (small quantities, 
oddball sizes and threads) 
Unit 3, 113 High Rd (behind 
Bunnings) 
Willeton.   9457 5444 
 

Brake & Clutch Repairs. 
 

Perth Brake Parts 
20 Bellows Road, Welshpool. 
9451 9455 
 

Drive Shaft Repairs, Replacements. 
 

DSA – 300 Rokeby Road, 
Subiaco.  9382 2711 
 

UES International. 
(was ADLAM Enterprises) 
8 Boulder Road 
Malaga.   9249 2211 
 

Classis & Vintage Parts 
82 Cummings Street, 
Blackwood. S.A. 5051 
Ph/Fax 08 8278 4393 
 

Lathe & Machine Tool Supplies 
 

Austwide Tooling Services 
Unit 10, 96 Briggs St, Welshpool. 
9472 1855 
 

Motor Trimmer, Upholsterer  
 

Barry Lewis Motor Trimmers 
Unit 4, 102 Briggs St, Welshpool. 
Justin.    9361 8607 
 

Piston Rings 
 

HB Sales 
27 Church St, North Perth. 
9328 3043 
 

Rare Spare Parts 
 

Auto Spares Galore. 
924 Burswood Hwy, 
Ferntree Gully, Victoria. 
03 9758 3644 
 

Rare Parts 
45 Welshpool Rd, Welshpool. 
9470 4417 
 

Sheet Metal Fabricators 
 

T. Needham & Co 
23a Montreal St, Fremantle. 
Graham or Laurie.  
9335 5472 
 

Small Quantities Steel  (Many types, 
Small quantities supplied) 
 

Prime Steels 
Unit 10, 5 Townsend St, Malaga. 
9248 2666 
 

Timber & Plywood 
 

Cullity Timbers (Large variety) 
17 Cocos Drive, Bibra Lake. 
9434 0333 
Wooden Wheel Spokes 
 

Keith Wilson 
26 South St, Allora, 
Queensland. 
 074663209 mob 0407528533 
 

Handy Tip 
 

  When you have finished doing a 
paint Job, using a brush, give your 
brushes a quick dip in Turps, and then 
place them in an open container of 
engine oil. The oil does not evaporate, 
the brushes remain soft, (the detergent 
in modern oils helps clean out any 
residual paint). When you want to use 
the brushes again, simply wash the oil 
out with turps. 
  It’s Easy, and it works! 

It was smiles all around when Wally 
Barber and John Mercer came to pick up 

the Kwinana Heritage ‘Tom Thumb’. 

‘Bob the Bikie’s’ display at Murray Bridge 
and Warracknabeal. 

A colourful display at Murray Bridge. 

MPC members on board the 
 ‘Captain Proud’ Paddle Steamer. 

Padlock collection at Kimba Museum. 
 

YOUR COMMITTEE . 
 

President:  Ralph Thomas. 
Secretary:  Bob Wallis. 

Treasurer:  Wendy Thomas. 
Events Co-ordinators: 

Steve Barlas and Ralph Thomas. 
Membership Secretaries: 

Stephen King and Wendy Thomas. 
Midland Homes Committee: 

David Ashfold and Peter Dymond. 
Fairbridge 2011 Committee: 
Bob Wallis, Ralph Thomas, 
Keith Chappell, Les Jones. 

NHMA State Representative: 
Ralph Thomas. 

Editor: Ralph and Wendy Thomas. 
New Editor Needed. 

 

Articles required for the next issue. 
 

If you have not already supplied us 
with your current Email address, 

please do so now. This will save the 
price of postage, and you can print 

your own coloured copy of the OP&P 
directly from our website. 


