
 

 
www.machinerypreservationclub.com.au 

 

P.O. Box 1471, MIDLAND, W.A. 6936. 
 

Email: rwthomas@mail2me.com.au   
 

MEETINGS: 1 st Wednesday each month – 7.30pm. 
COMMITTEE: 3 rd Wednesday each month – 7.30pm. 

 
A.G.M. – Wednesday, 4th March, 2009. 

Not happy with the way the club is being run? 
Now is the time to have your say! 

 
Presidents Report. 
  Well, it has certainly been a busy few months, 
with preparations for the NHMA 2009 Rally at 
Murray Bridge; the 13th NHMA Rally bid at 
Fairbridge Village, Pinjarra and the Lotterywest 
Grant. A lot of us have been under the tap, but I 
think we can now see light at the end of the 
tunnel. 
  The container is now almost ready for the 
‘lock-up’ stage, with everything packed in 
neatly; mainly in boxes, which was the only way 
that allowed us to get in all that we wanted, safe 
and secure. I must thank those of you who have 
put their back to the wheel, doing all sorts of 
jobs for this project; particularly those of you 
who are not coming with us to Murray Bridge.  
  The Mural has been fitted and all who have 
seen it agree it is well worth the effort and 
expense, and will be the eye-catching 
centrepiece of our display at Murray Bridge.  
  I have received several confidence-boosting 
calls from the Murray Bridge management 
committee, and I am assured they will do 
everything possible to help us when we arrive. 
They look forward to seeing us and appreciate 
the effort we are making to attend this rally.  
Those travelling across in caravans are leaving at 
different times to suit their various needs. Some 
intend stopping off at The Boolaroo Centre, to 
attend their 41st Annual Rally; then driving on to 
arrive at Murray Bridge by Monday lunchtime.  
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PRESERVING FOR THE FUTURE. 
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13th National Historical Machinery 
Association Rally, Fairbridge Village 2011 

   

  The combined clubs’ meeting at Waroona was very 
beneficial for the joint venture, and all present 
seemed confident that we could work together for a 
successful rally.  
  The letter of intent was sent, and this has since been 
followed by the full application. A PowerPoint 
presentation compiled by Fairbridge Village will be 
presented at the NHMA AGM at Murray Bridge. 
Hopefully we can convince the rest of Australia to 
choose the West Aussies to host the 13th National 
Rally. We have the benefit of The Old Machinery 
Club’s past experience in running a National Rally to 
help us on our way. 
  Our official letterhead and future advertising will 
feature our mural, with a change of text and including 
the logos of both clubs as well as Fairbridge Village, 
Pinjarra, Western Australia. 
 The Committee is as follows - Chairman: Wayne 
Edmunds, Secretary: Bob Wallis, with Brian Blum, 
Neil Twaddle, Ralph Thomas and Keith Chappell 
making up the balance. 

 

The Lotterywest Clayton and Shuttleworth 
Presentation – 17th February 2009. 

The Hon. Donna Faragher, Minister for Environment, 
presents President Ralph Thomas with the 

Lotterywest Grant cheque.       
Story on Page 2. 



  MPC members were absolutely thrilled to bits when 
given the news that the Lotterywest application 
presented by Project Manager Peter Dymond was 
successful. Having been awarded this grant meant a 
presentation day; which in turn meant a busy bee for 
a cleanup, and this was organised by Steve Barlas.  A 
good turn-up of members armed with cleaning gear, 
soon saw the place looking presentable and the 
workers were treated to a sausage sizzle when we 
finished; cooked by Ross Morton.   
  The day itself was a tremendous success, with our 
special dignitaries arriving to celebrate the occasion 
with us. Firstly in my speech I welcomed all present, 
then issued a special welcome to our invited guests; 
the Hon. Donna Faragher, Minister for Environment; 
the Hon. Michelle Roberts, Member for Midland; 
Mayor for the City of Swan, Charlie Zannino; 
Lotterywest Representative Clare Travis, plus a long 
list of others.  
  I then introduced Peter Dymond, who talked about 
the Clayton & Shuttleworth Traction Engine’s history 
and the future restoration plans, using the money 
granted to us.  
  Peter then introduced our club Secretary Bob 
Wallis, who gave the audience an overview of the 
MPC collection, its members and the important role 
it plays in the preservation of historical machinery 
and artefacts.                                 Continued on Page 3. 

The Minister chats with Bob Wallis, Peter Dymond and 
Ralph Thomas, in front of the Clayton and Shuttleworth 

Traction Engine. 
 

Member Jack Bellotti cleans the MPC Allchin 
Scale Model Traction Engine in readiness for the big day. 

 
 

The 
entrance to 
the MPC 

clubrooms 
at the  

Midland 
Railway 

Workshops. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above – Guests and Members before the Presentation. 
 

 
 

Left - MPC Members at the Lotterywest 
Grant Presentation,  

in front of the Container Mural. 
 

MPC WEBSITE.  
 

It is hoped that members will be 
kept up to date with news and 
photos on our web site, sent by 

Wendy to Sean Freeman,  
while we are away. 

 



Continued from Page 2. 
 

  I then introduced the Hon. Donna Faragher, who 
talked about the important role of Lotterywest in 
Western Australia.  This was of course followed by 
the highlight of the proceedings - the presentation of 
the $54,028.00 cheque; which I received on behalf of 
the club.  I thanked the Minister for attending and 
kindly presenting the grant on behalf of Lotterywest.  
She responded by requesting that we keep her 
informed of the progress and asked to be given a ride 
on the footplate of the Clayton & Shuttleworth at the 
completion of the project. On closing the formal part 
of the presentation, I thanked all for attending and 
promised they would be invited back to see the 
completed restoration. I also invited everyone to join 
us for afternoon tea, kindly put on by the ladies of the 
MPC; for which I offer my sincere thanks. 
  Afterwards members interacted with guests and 
many reported complimentary comments on the MPC 
and its function in the historical preservation 
movement. This of course is very rewarding, but 
more importantly, the remarks were coming from the 
right people and can only improve the status and 
future of the club, particularly in the Midland area.  
 The turn-out of members on the day was excellent, 
and it was certainly great to see some we had not 
seen for quite some time. In particular, Life Members 
Bert and Beryl Tyler; it was an honour to have you 
both there. Bert played an important role in the 
earlier work on the Clayton & Shuttleworth, plus 
other projects undertaken by the club. He also served 
on the committee, doing terms as both Secretary and 
President.  

 

Great News for 2009 
             By Peter Dymond 

   
    You will no doubt remember the article in the June 
OPP laying out in detail the grant application and 
work required to complete the project. After many, 
many hours spent at the computer brushing up my 
CAD drawing skills and the hard slog doing the 
design of the new boiler, it is a tremendous feeling to 
know the time has been well spent, this is truly a 
great step in the promise I made in that article “By 
the beginning of 2010 we shall be “steaming”. 
  Orders have been placed with the verification 
engineer David Naeser and he expects to be finished 
by the beginning of January. The order has been 
placed on the boiler manufacturer Kenton 
Engineering and they will start work as soon as the 
‘construction drawings’ are finished including the 
engineer’s final comments. 
One of the missing parts of the engine was the water 
pump and check valves. Geoffrey Holgate who was 
at the Dorset steam fair in the UK last year hunted 
out a Clayton & Shuttleworth road roller of the same 
design as our steam tractor and took photos of the 
water pump. Thanks to Geoffrey from these photos 
full-scale drawings have been made for the 
construction of a pattern to cast a new pump very 

much resembling the 
original missing 
one. Two major 
items missing when 
the Club did the first 
restoration were 
fabricated and have 
done a sterling job. 

In the fullness of time it would be nice if the original 
items can be sourced. These include the flywheel, 
which has an odd centre bush and the crosshead 
trunk. New or refurbished sight glasses are on the 
urgent list but apart from those the engine is in very 
good shape from the excellent work previously 
carried out by the Club. 
This is how the Club got the engine in 1990.         
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  The mammoth restoration task was mostly done by 
Bert Tyler assisted by Paul Freeman and late 
members Bob Brown, Les Greenham, Snowy 
Gaskin, Frank Waters and others; that team restored 
the engine to a very presentable exhibit from the 
almost total wreck presented to the Club in 1990. We 
owe them a great deal, as without their efforts the 
Club would have nothing to build on. 
 
          
       

This is the restored engine at the Royal Show in 2002 
looking very smart indeed. As can be seen in the 
foreground a temporary water pump was needed to 
pump boiler water into the Briggs boiler. 
  During the first half of this year when some of the 
Tuesday group (including myself and Veronica) will 
be at Murray Bridge and touring around South 
Australia, it is hoped that the boiler will be well into 
manufacture by Kenton Engineering and the Club 
interests, technical support and detailed inspection of 
the construction will be in the very capable hands of 
Mick Platts.   
 



Christmas Windup – 13 Dec 08. 
 

  The club Christmas Windup held at our home in 
Beckenham, although a warm 34°, went off 
extremely well. It was catered by Acclaim Catering, 
and all present agreed they did a great job, with 
plenty to eat.  
  We took advantage of this annual get to-gether to 
reward some of our members who the Committee 
thought worthy of recognition, for their continuing 
input in helping the Club. The awards were named 
“The Golden Spanner Award”. The Committee made 
a list of eight members: Jack Bellotti, George 
Chappell, Reg Goddard, John Fury, Joe Gittos, Paul 
Freeman, Peter Dymond and Willy Hannaart.  I 
added two extra names later; David Ashfold and Bob 
Wallis, who we all know certainly deserved it. 
  Wendy and I made the trophies from the brass 
spanners recently donated to the club and mounted 
them on patterns from the MRW. Each trophy had an 
engraved badge with the member’s name attached. 
The members who did not attend on the day were 
presented with their award the following Tuesday at 
the MRW.  
  All recipients appeared surprised that they had been 
chosen for recognition of their continuing service, but 
pleased that their efforts have not gone unnoticed.  
  We all know you only get out of a club what you are 
prepared to put in, and these members are a prime 
example in making our club what it is.   

The Golden Spanner Awards. 
 

MEMBERS NEWS. 
 

Condolences to members Betty, James, Steve and 
Elizabeth Barlas, in the recent sad loss of Betty’s 
Mother. 
Congratulations to Ben and Kate Pether on the 
recent arrival of William Robert, their second child 
and a brother for Georgia. Naturally we also 
congratulate the proud Grandparents David and 
Janice. 
Best wishes and a speedy recovery to Joe Gittos who 
recently suffered a heart attack. Unfortunately it 
happened the day before the Lotterywest 
presentation, and Joe had attended the busy bee 
getting his Alamo ready for the day. Joe and Joan 
have recently moved into their new retirement home 
and were just starting to settle when this happened. 

We send Joan 80th Birthday Wishes for today! 

More best wishes to Lindsay Hill, who recently 
suffered a set-back while recovering from a knee 
operation. Again we trust things will improve shortly 
and Lindsay and Judith are okay for the Murray 
Bridge trip with us. 
One step at a time. Word has reached us from the 
Maddington area, advising that when putting your 
best foot forward, you should check the other foot to 
ensure you have the balance of the matching pair of 
shoes on the other foot!! Sounds to me like a Seniors’ 
moment and so early into retirement!  
 

MPC Water Supply. For those of you who may not 
be aware, our drinking water is kindly supplied by 
Jack Bellotti; who kindly brings it in containers each 
Tuesday, making sure there is always plenty 
available. Jack also does the raffle on the meeting 
nights and this has been a good little earner over the 
years, where members donate an item of grocery or a 
$2.00 coin. Thanks Jack. 
 

MPC Display. Now that we once again have our 
engine display looking clean and tidy, let’s try and 
keep it this way. Members are reminded that only 
restored exhibits are permitted to be displayed and 
not to be covered with sheets or tarps. Unrestored 
items must be removed, with the exception of any 
item currently under restoration, which must be 
restricted to the workshop area. The clubrooms are 
not to be used as a convenient storage area. We are 
permitted by the MRA to store a reasonable amount 
of gear in the bays up at the back, so please store it 
there. Any items owned by members should be 
identified; as the committee will be doing an audit of 
club-owned assets in the near future.   
 

DONATIONS:    
 

Hot water urn.          
  Sean Finbow has kindly donated a 20-litre hot water 
urn to the club, and we put it to good use on the 
presentation day. Thank you very much Sean. It was 
also great to see Sean back after a long spell of 
absence. He has not enjoyed the best of health 
recently, but now appears to be on the road to 
recovery; so hopefully we will be seeing him on a 
regular basis.  
Radial Arm Drill.  
  Through member Geffrey Holgate, the club has 
been offered an Asquith Radial Arm Drill.  No 
decision has yet been reached on whether we will 
accept the offer. 
Kwinana Historical Society. 
I recently had a call from past member Wally Barber, 
who is trying to restore a Tom Thumb, originally 
owned by Les Greenham; for the Society. He asked if 
the MPC could help him, as he was having problems 
with the ignition and could not get it to go. I 
suggested he drop the engine at my place and I was 
sure we could help him out. He did this and I took it 
to Midland for the boys to check out. It is now in the 
very capable hands of Paul Freeman and George 
Chappell.  



Show Reports. 
Dwellingup Log Chop. Saturday 21st February 09. 
  The usual trek to Dwellingup was to say at least 
rather warm, as was the weekend; but then we were 
aware that it would be as the weather forecast all 
week had predicted what to expect. We met up with 
the Wallis’s at North Dandalup, after picking up 
Granddaughter Britney at Mundijong, and dropping 
one dog Zennor to be dog-sat. I then took advantage 
of being in the Serpentine area to pick up a JAP 
engine I had been offered. It is an air-cooled single 
cylinder engine and I think it was out of a Motor 
cycle. Debate on its use continued over the weekend, 
with the suggestion it may have been in a 
lawnmower; it is not featured in the A-Z of British 
Engines. Members Lloyd Wren and Kim Friend were 
already on site when we arrived and joined us for a 
very welcome cold beer after we had set-up camp. 
  We were also joined by a good number of those 
damned March flies. Boy, can they give you a sting! 
According to the locals they were extra bad this year, 
due to the fact that the blossom on the trees was still 
out.  
  Next morning saw the rest of the members arrive - 
Norm Robins, George Chappell, Jack and Judy 
Bellotti, John Milne, Tina Scatchard and Steve 
Barlas, who brought the fencing. Thanks Steve.  
  The Old Machinery Club member Wayne Edmunds 
also joined us with some of his chain saws; Wayne 
has been a regular with us at Dwellingup for a few 
years now. I think the heat must have deterred a lot as 
the punters were definitely a bit thin on the ground. I 
also noticed that a few stalls were missing.  
  The exhibit list was as follows:- John Milne: air 
cooled Douglas Twin; George Chappell: Sundial; 
Lloyd Wren: Moffett Virtue pump-set; Steve Barlas: 
Lister Diesel pump-set; Wayne Edmunds: Selection 
of chain-saws; Norm Robins: Little Wonder Cooper; 
Jack Belotti: air-cooled Petter (first time on display, 
top stuff Jack); Bob Wallis: Tool display, and I had 
my Rope-maker and hand-operated band-saw 
sharpener.  
  Unfortunately Wayne Edmunds had to leave early 
as a bush fire had started near his home; so his 
chainsaws were quickly loaded into his Ute and off 
he went. After shut down we got stuck in, 
dismantling the fence and loading the engines in 
record time. We were soon sitting in a big circle 
enjoying a nice cold beer.  
  Those of us staying the night enjoyed a BBQ tea, by 
which time the weather had cooled for a pleasant 
evening. But strange things happen at night under the 
trees at Dwellingup! Our campsite had a visit from a 
“Knickers Nicker”. Yes one of our ladies reported 
that her knickers had mysteriously vanished, the 
caravan was searched as was the ladies ablutions all 
to no avail. Fear spread throughout the campsite, 
“Tighten your elastic”, was the call. The mystery 
remained with us although calm returned before we 
retired for the night. Next morning joyous shouts 

were heard from one of the caravans, “I’ve got my 
knickers back!”, so it was a happy ending; we still 
don’t know where the Knickers spent the night, or 
how they got back, maybe it was the Knickers Fairy 
of Dwellingup. Join us next year for another exciting 
adventure of “Don’t Get your Knickers in a Twist”, 
starring Freda Frilly and Jock Strap.  
  All tension was relieved during our traditional walk 
around the townsite with local guide Lloyd Wren and 
once back at site a BBQ breakfast was in order. We 
all left town by 10am going via Pinjarra, as we had to 
call at Fairbridge Village to drop off a CD on the 
NHMA 2011 Rally Bid. After coffee we went our 
own ways from there. We had to drop off 
Granddaughter Britney and collect our dog at 
Mundijong. Then I picked up an old MacCulloch 
chainsaw at Byford which someone had offered me at 
the Log Chop.  
 

Farmall Super A – by Ralph Thomas.  
  You may recall that I did an article on the Farmall 
Super A which I picked up in July 05. I have finally 
got it going and drivable.  My son Robert came 
around recently and suggested that it was time I had 
it going. We did the valve timing plus final bits that 
needed doing and fired it up. Until then I had not 
checked the electrics, but they caused us no grief and 
it started instantly, which was a very pleasing result. 
The paint job is original and in good condition 
considering the age, so I will leave it as is.  

Ralph on his Farmall tractor. 
 

VICTORIAN FIRE APPEAL . 
 

  Our donation box was displayed near the fence-line 
at the Dwellingup Log Chop and a small amount of 
money was collected, including our Granddaughter 
Britney’s $5 spending money.  
  The MPC will add to this with an amount which 
will be decided at our Annual General Meeting on 
Wednesday 4th March. 
  We are sure that all members will agree that this is a 
very well deserving cause and our hearts go out to all 
who have been involved in any way, with this 
horrendous fire disaster.  



MURRAY BRIDGE MURAL . 
 

  I went to see the mural while it was being printed at 
Dot Imagery, and was very impressed by the machine 
used. Here is some information on this printer.  
  It is an Ultra Vu 5330 made by Vutek; it is equipped 
with high-resolution piezoelectric print heads, can 
print up to 5 metres wide and up to 207 square metres 
per hour on vinyl, pressure-sensitive, mesh, paper 
and textiles. I calculated our mural had close to 
180,000 lines with each stroke doing approximately 
100 lines. Peter Wagner and his staff were extremely 
helpful to Wendy and I; particularly Dion and Anna. 
Peter has invited us to pay them a visit at some stage 
to see this machine in action. 

 
Murray Bridge Sponsors. 

 

    In addition to sponsors Midland Redevelopment 
Authority, Dot Imagery, Sadleirs Transport, 
Australian Rail Group and Queensland Rail, all 
depicted on the mural, we must also thank the 
following list of sponsors who have kindly shown 
their generosity and support in some way for our trip 
to the National Rally in Murray Bridge.    
Solver Paints, Cannington; Good Guys, Midland 
Central; Mitre 10, Busselton; Distinctive Trophies, 
Huntingdale;   Westate Embroidery,   Maddington; 
ParexDavco Australia P/Ltd, Wangara; and Tom and 
Ann Symonds from Cornwall.  
  We ask that members please support these business 
houses if possible, and let them know why. 
 
Members going to Murray Bridge have spent over 
$1400 on club clothing to attend the rally. With the 
updated logo and new badges, we should all look 
very smart. It will be of some relief to those driving 
over that fuel has come down in price, and those 
flying that air fares have also been reduced. 

 
Please!  
Do not forget your 
Insurance Cards. 
You will be asked 
for them!  

 
Right – 

Test time for the Excelsior Mt. CharlottePipeline 
Water Fountain. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
 

Please ring Ralph Thomas for more information.  
In his absence please contact Steve Barlas. 
 

NHMA 12 th National Rally, Murray Bridge, S.A. 
 3rd, 4th & 5th April 2009. 
Kalamunda Agricultural Show.  
Saturday 4th April 2009.   To be confirmed. 
City of Bayswater Autumn Festival.  
Sunday 5th April 2009.   To be confirmed.  
Wundowie Iron Festival.  
Sunday 17th May 2009. Confirmed. 
Steamers Day – Midland Railway Workshops.  
Sunday 13th September 2009. To be confirmed. 
Canning Show. 
Friday/Saturday 6/7th November 2009. 
Date and attendance to be confirmed. 
 

Other Forthcoming Events. 
Whiteman Park, Classic Car Show. 
Sunday 15th March.2009 
Booleroo Centre, South Australia, 41st Annual Rally. 
Sunday 29th March 2009. Camping available at 
Murray Town, 12 kms from rally site. 
Bridgetown Heritage Day. 
Saturday 5th April 2009. 
Warracknabeal Victoria.  42nd Annual Vintage Rally, 

Easter Sat, Sun & Mon 11th-12th-13th April 2009. 
Camping available on site. 
Cobdogla South Australia, The Humphrey Engine. 
This engine will be running over the Easter Weekend. 
Enquiries to Cobdogla Steam Friends Society Inc. PO 
Box 535, Cobdogla, 5346, S. A. 
Gin Gin Expo, Saturday 18th April 2009.  
 

Remember - Failure to prepare is preparing to fail. 
 

AGM REMINDER . 
 

Your Editors for this issue of Old Ploughs and 
Pistons, have been Ralph and Wendy Thomas. 
At the AGM on Wednesday, 4th March 2009,  

this position will become vacant. 
Your club needs you, so please come along and 

support the MPC. 
Articles desperately needed for the next issue! 

 

Son-in-law Dwayne has been instrumental in the 
donation of over $1000 worth of steel to the MPC. 

This will be made available to members  
at a nominal charge. 

 



 


